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Taxonomic Note

At present, there is some controversy regarding the taxonomic relationships of
Didemnum cf. lahillei (described from Europe), Didemnum vexillum (described from
New Zealand), and Didemnum vestum (newly-described from New Hampshire). See
papers by P. Kott listed in sections on Taxonomy and Publications. For the
purposes of this website, and until taxonomic questions are resolved, the images
presented here from all regions except Europe and New Zealand are attributed to
Didemnum cf. lahillei.

First documented occurrence

Observed by K. Frick on a sunken wooden boat in Edmonds Underwater Park,
Edmonds, Washington, March, 2004. Collected by K. Frick and identified by G.
Lambert, September, 2004.

First anecdotal occurrence

Websites with imagery and text
Seattle Post-Intelligencer, Oct. 12, 2004; occurrence of invasive tunicate in
Edmonds Underwater Park. (PDF format)

Pacific N.W. Scuba, Invasive Tunicate!; occurrence of invasive tunicate in Puget
Sound and Hood Canal. (PDF format)

Websites with text only
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife news release, Oct. 8, 2004; occurrence
of invasive tunicate in Edmonds Underwater Park. (PDF format)

The Herald, Everett, Washington, Oct. 13, 2004; occurrence of invasive tunicate in
Edmonds Underwater Park. (PDF format)
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